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THE PEOPLE 'S ASSEMBLY OF YUGOSLAVIA
AND The PFOPLE'S ASSEMBLIES OF THE SEPUBLICS

The following report 18 [ |taken from Informativms prirucnik
v _Jugoslavij!, & handbook publi§hed irregularly since late 1943 by the Yugn-
alav Directorate for Information.

! The Pzople’s Assembly {Narodna Skupstina) of Yugoslavia is the represent..
. etive of the sovereignty of the Yugoslav people. It 1s the supreme body of
the state authority of ine Federal People'- Kepublic of Yugoslavia and exer-

=1ses all rights pertaining to Yugoslavia, insofar as they are not transferred .

by the Constitution o the jurisdiction of other federal agenciss for the state

authority or state adminiptration.

The Federal People’s Assembly exercises all legislative power in the com-
retency of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia,

The assembly consists of two councils: the federal Council end the Council
of Nationalities. The two-council system 1s the result of the solution of the
national problem in postwar Yugoslavia, with equal rights tor netionalities » and
of the federated organization of the state., Both councils have equal rights,
They usually hold their sessions Separately, but the sessions begin and end at

the same time,

The Federal Council elects a president, two vice-presidents , and three
secretaries, The Council of Nationalities alse elects & president, two vice-
presidents, and three secretaries. The presidents preside over the sessions of
the councils and direct their work on the basis of a manual of rules,

. The two councils of the People's Assembly convene in Joint session only as
o spacifically provided for by the Constitution » 88 for elactions to or dissolution
of the Preeidium, disnissal of individusl members of the Presidium, uppointment i
or dissvlution of the Cabinet of the Federal People's Republic of Tugoslavie, !
election of the Supreme Commander, election of the chief federal prosecutor, and
election of the Judaes of tha Supreme Court; or when both houses decide a Joint

session is necessary,
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EBach of the founcils nesr preserided -5 swm manual of raies, while the

agsembly has prescr:tel the manual of rules for Jotn- szessions, Sessions of
both councile ure public but can te made sloged session:z by decree of the coun-
cil tecause of ¢perial business concermed, Mors than zalf the members of 8 coun-
cil must be prazens to wmeke bounding decisicne; dew: u 15 by m2jority vote.
At council g22slona, every council member has the right to use the langusge of
the nationaiity to which he belongz. Council members rossess immunity rights
from the moment the slection commission hands "hem <he no-1fication tha% $hey
have been electeq,

Both counzils electy comzittees to study 2nd prepare legialative proposals
5nd vo fiudy other problems. The sommittees may he permsnen* or temporary.

Each council has the fcllewing permanent ccumit+ees: she Legislative Com-
nittee with =1 members, vhe Fionomic Plan and Finante Committes with 15 members,
the Feredgn Affairs Commitez with 15 members, +he Credentiais and Immupities
Committee Wwith 7 members, ths Administrative Commic ee with 7 members, and the
P:titions and Complaints Committee with 7 msubers.

The councils can slect special committess 1o fuudy given legisiative pro-
possls and matters vhenever they are of ihe opinicn that a spesial committee
iz necessary. The councile can e¢lect special investizating o©r eurvey com-
mitiees for spestal protlems,

Committees may meet whether Or 5ot the :ouncilz are 1n session.

' To agree on the editorisl aspects of propozed legislation, the Legislative
Committees snd vhe Ecopomic Plan and Firsace Coumi*tees >f both houses can, and
48 A rale do, appoint joint commizsions 4¢ work an su-: legislation.

Lav may be proposed by the Catinet, by membera of the Cabinet, or any
merbers of the aspemkly., Legizlative proposals are firet diszussed in committees
and then in the plenum, Committees discuss legislative proposala in detail and
then voiz on them. Discussion in ine Plenum e‘arts with the report of the com-

‘ mittee's reporter. The councils discuss lzgislative proposals in detail and
‘then vele on them, legisiative propossl ter.me: law when 1% 18 passed by both
councils of the sesembly. If cre ccunsil d¢es not mecept &ll the elements cf’

8 legislative proposal or rejects changer and smendmentz made bty ihe other coune-
¢il, the propoeal 15 suomitted to & Toordinstion Committee, 0 which each coun-
cil elects ten members. 17 the cownclls cannot reach ar sgre-ment after the pro-
possi’ has veen returned by the Coordivation Committee, the asgembly is dissolved.

The People's Assembly, elected en 11 November 1945, has held six regular
and four exiraordinary sescicns. The Federal Councii and the Council of Na- '1
tionalities cach have held S9 meetings and 37.Joins meetings.

From 1 February 1946, the Legizlative Commit*ee of ihe Federal Council
held 140 meetings, and the Legislative Committes of the Council of Nationalities
held 139 meetings. They discussed a total of 113 legislative proposals. The
Economic Plan and Finsnce Committees of both houses diccussed & totel of 12 bills.

The republic Pecple's Azczemblies have cnly ome council. They elect &
president to conduct the seseicns, one or two vice.presidenis, and one to three
secretariesd, The work of the republic Feople's Assemblies is based on the same
principles 25 the work of ihe federal Pecplets Aszembly.

MEMBERS OF THE FEDERAL FECPLE'S ASSEMBLY
- -AND THE REPUBLIC ASSEMELIES

The federal Pecple's Assembly has a total of 537 members in its two coun-
¢ils: 362 in the Federal Council, and 175 in the Courcil of Natiomalities.
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Federal Council

The Federal Council is made up of 167 Serbians, 85 Croatians, 3k Slovenians,
20 Macedonians, 13 Montenegrins, 20 Moslems ; 8 Albaniens, & Hungarians, 2 Bulgariens,
2 Blovaks, 5 Walachians, one Italian, and cne Turk. Seventy-three of these are
blue-¢ollar workers, 70 are farmers, 45 are intellectuals, 27 are students,
31 are officera, and 116 repregent other occupations,

Council of Nationalities

The Couneil of Nationelities 15 made up of 51 Serpians » 26 Croatians,
25 Sloveniane, 25 Montenegrine, 19 Macedonians, 9 Moslems, 7 Albaniana, 3 Hun-
garlens, 3 Albanians, 2 Turks, 2 Walachians, one Rumanian » one Russian, and one
Slovak. Twenty of these are blue-collar workers, 23 are farmers, 46 are in-
tellectusls, 12 are students, 16 are officers, ani 58 represent other occupa- '
tions,.

Repuhlic People Assembliea

The People's Assembly of Serbia hes 297 members; 225 are Serbians, 9 are
Croatlans, 17 are Albanians, 1k are Hungarians, 6 are Montenegrins, 3 are -
Rumanians, & are Walachiens, one is Macedonian » 2 are Slovaks, 2 are Bulgarians N )
one 1s Russian, and 3 are Moslems. Fifty-four of these are hlue-collar workers,
70 are farmers, 26 are intellectuals, 29 are students, 17 are officers, and
91 represent other occupations.

The People's Agsembly of Croatia has 191 members; .55 are Croatians y
33 are Serbians, and three are Italiers. Fifty-five of these are blue-collar
workers, 60 are farmers, 57 are intellectuals » 12 are officers, and 7 represent
other occupations.

The People's Assembly of Slovenia has 145 members, 811 of whom are Slovenians.
Forty-eight of these are blue-collar workers, 19 are farmerz, 55 are intellectusls,
T are studente, 14 are officers, and 2 represent other occupaticns,

The People's Assembly of Bosnia-Hercegovine has 15k members; 73 are Serbians,
52 are Moslems, and 29 are Croatisng. Thirty-seven of these are blue-collar
workers, 38 are farmers, 73 are intellectuals , and s1x represent other occupations.

The People's Assembly of Macedonie has 192 members; 151 are Macedonians,
21 are Albanians, and 14 are Turks, /this unly accounts for 186 of the members/.
Thirty-six of these are blue-collor workers, 50 sre famers, 65 are intellectuals,
8 are students, and 33 represent other occupations,

The People's Assemby of Montenegro bas 107 members; 103 are Montenegrins
and four are Albanians, Nineteen of these are blue-collar workers » 33 farmers,
and 55 are intellectusls. .

The People's \ssembly of the Vojvodina has 235 members; 129 are Serbs,
24 are Croatians, 10 are Slovaks, 2 are Russians, 5 are Montenegrins, 5k are
Hungarians, and 1l are Rumanians. Fiftv-two of thase are blue-collar workers,
80 are farmers, 78 are intellectuals » 3 are officers, and 22 represeut other
occupations,

The obast People's Committee of the Kosmet has 221 members; ‘128 are
Albvaniang, 62 are Serblans, and 31 are ‘Montenegrins. Thirteen of these are
blue-collar workers, 124 are farmers, 23 are intellectuals, 25 are students y
and 36 represent other occupations,
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PRESIDIUM OF THE FEDERAL PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY AND
PRESIDIUMS OF THE REPUBLIC PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLIES

In Joint sesaion of its two councils ; the federal People's Astenbly elects
the Presidium. It has a president, six vice-presidents, a secreatary, and 30
members &t the maximum. '

The Presidium of the federal People's Assembly represents at home and
abroad the nationsl and state sovereignty of the Federal People's Republic
of Yugoslavia. The Presidium performs the following duties:

1. Convenes the federal People's Assembly.

2, Dissolves the federal People's Assembly if the assembly's two councils
cannot agree on & bill.

3. Orders elections for the federal People's Aeseubly,

4. With the approval of the federal Pecple's Assemhly and on request of
the Cabinet, the presidiums of the republic People's Assemblies, the federal
Supreme Court, the federal Public Prosecutor, or on 1its own initiative , evalu~
ates republic laws to see that they do not conflict with the Constitution or
federal laws,

5. To insure compliance with the Constitution, federal laws, decrees )
reguiations, and orders, evaluates republic laws which have been suspended by
‘he Cab'net under Article 131 of the Constitution.

6. Provides authoritative interpretation of federal laws.

T
7. Repeals decrees, regulations, orders, and decisions of the Cabipet
if they are not in agreement with the Constitution and federal laws.

8. Publishes bills that have been passed.

9. Has the right to grant amnesty vithin the preseriptions of the law
governing amnesty.

- - 10. Confers decorations and honorary titles granted by the Pederal
g N People's Republic of Yugoslavia within the prescri~*ions of the law govern-
~ 1ng snch awards.

11. Ratifies international agreements not within the jurisdiction of the .
federal People's Asgembly to ratify. .

. 12.. On proposal of the Cabinet » appoints and recalls ambassadors, ex-
| traordinary envoys, and ministers pPlenipotentiary to foreign countries.

- 13. Accepts credentials and recalls of accredited diplomatic representa-
A tives of foreign countries.

1, Declares gereral mobilization and war in case of an armed asttack on
Yugoslavia, or in case Yugoslavia is obliged to fulfill certain international
commitments t¢ an international Peace organization or an allied country.

15, On proposal of the president of the Cabinet, appoints or dismisses in-

kL dividual members of the Cabinet between sessions of the federal People's
Assembly, with subsequent approval of the federal People's Assembly being re-~
quired.
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16. On preposal of the president of

replace member3 of the Cabinet, -

17. Betweon sessions of the federal
People's Arsenmbly.

18, On the proposal of' the Csbinet,
are to bucome eastablishments of generel

19. Submits referendums to the people Sk questions concerning Yugoslavia
on the banis of ths federal decree governing referendums or on the proposal

of the Cabinet,

20. Issues decrees on questions and

' ' L. ' W

the Cabinet, sppoints substitutes to
People's Assemdbly, czts for the federal

determines which republic enterprises
state character,

measures for vhich it is authorized

by the federal People's Assembly and which are not within tke Jurisdiction of

the Cabinet,

2l. On proposal of the president of

the Cabinet, merges of dissolves

uinisteries and commivcees between sessions of the federal People's Assembly,

with subsequent approval of the agsembly

being required,

Except for functions it is nét permitted to delegate, the Presidium nay
delegate to ite presidency certain of its functions » such as the convening
of the assembly, powers of amnesty, avarding of decorations, determination
of enterprises of general state character and the like, .

The nresidency of the Presidium consists of the president, vice-presidents,
and gecretary, On the proposal and report of the Commivtee for Petitions and
Complaints of the Federal Council and Council of Raticnalities, the presidency
1g asuthorized by special lav to make decisions on &1l petitions submitted to the
federal People's Asseubly or its councils.

The Presidium of the Pederal People’s Assembly i3 answerable to the Pederal

Feople's Assembly. The federal People's

Asgembly may disaolve the Presidium and

elect a new Presidium, or dismies its individual members and elect nev ones before

their terms have expireq.

If the federal People's Assembly is
duties until a new Presidium 1s elected.

dissolved, the Presidium performs its

Meetings of the Presidium are not public; only membere of the Presidiur
and members of the Cabinet may attend. Decrees and decisions of the Presidium
are signed by 1its president and secretary.

In 1948, the Presidium ratified a number of international treatiss and

agreements, 1ssued 16 interpretations of

laws, issued 197 decrees conferring

decorations on 37,620 persons, and issued decisions on 9,909 petitions for

smnesty.

The Presidium of the federal People's Assembly has the following organiza-

tional units:

1. Secretariat, consisting of the protocol secretary's office, general
office, treasury, accounting and supply office, and other sections.

2. BSection for evaluation anl interpretation of laws.

3. Section for amnesty.

b, Bureau for legislative business.

5. Office of deccrations.
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The heed of each office or section 12 g vice-president of the Presidium.

The republic People’s Assemblies elect rresidiwas which consist of a
president, two or three vice-presidents » 8 Secretary, and a fixed number of
uembers,

The presidiums of the republic People's assenblies perform functions with-
in repubiic Jurisdiction for the individual republics similar to thoge the federa)
Presidfim performs for the whole country, The bresidiums of the republic People's
Assenblics have the following organizational unjts: secretariat, a section for
the development of the people's authority, and an aunesty section.
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